You’re Worth More!
(Fourth Grade-Adults)
Objective: To help students see that their value and the value of others never decreases.
Audience: Fourth Grade through adults

Time Needed: Approximately 20-30 minutes

Materials: $20.00 Bill
Teaching Instructions:  Take a $20.00 bill and hold it up in front of the class.  Ask the students who would like the $20.00 bill.  Ask them why they want it.  Usual answers are that they can buy something with it or it is worth something.  Then take the $20.00 bill and crumple it up, throw it on the ground, step on it, spit on it and then grab it and ask the students again, who would like the $20.00 bill now.  Most will still raise their hand.  Then say, “Why would you want something that I crumple up, threw on the dirty ground, stepped on and spit on?”  Most will say because it is still worth $20.00. Then explain that no matter what we could do to the $20.00 bill, it will still be worth $20.00.  Its value never changes just like there is nothing we as human beings could do to change our value.  Explain that from the moment of conception to our death our value is so high and nothing that we do, good or bad can change it.  No characteristic like being too small, too dependent, too tall, physical or mental disability, too young, too old or etc can ever decrease our high value and worth.  For their own selfish reasons, others will try to make us think and feel less, but that is a lie because our value and worth can never be reduced.  

Optional Breakout Activity:  Have students get into smaller groups and answer these questions.

1.  Do some people in this country try to make others feel less valuable?  How?  What do you think their motivation is?          
2.  Think about this quote, “Your past does not determine your future.”  What does this quote mean?  Do our past mistakes somehow decrease our worth?  

3.  Do you believe that worth is not determined by what you wear, who you hang out with, what you weigh on a scale, how you look, what grades you get in school and etc?  Why or why not?  

4.  You were created unrepeatable.  There is no one in the world that can take your place.  What does it mean to be unrepeatable?   
