Human Life Discrimination Lesson Plan (High School/College)
Time: 50-60 minutes

Purpose: 

Students will experience what it was/is like to be a person considered less than human in history and present times.  The experience will be brought about through stereotypes, misconceptions and unequal treatment.

Set Up:

As students enter the room, they will be randomly divided into four different groups by receiving a sticker with the numbers 1, 2, 3 or 4 on them.  Students must wear the stickers so that facilitators can clearly see who is in what group. The room should have four different areas for the students to work from with their assigned groups.  There will need to be four other facilitators that represent the social worker, building inspector, supply salesperson and the sheriff.  

Materials Needed:

Stickers with numbers written on them

Four working areas for groups 1-4

An area set up with a sign that says jail

An area set up close to the jail with a sign that says “Social Worker”

An area set up with a sign that says “Supplies”

Construction paper

Scotch Tape

Markers

Scissors

Building Permits (Make copies from original)

Sheriff Badge (a big gold star)

Name badges that say “Social Worker,” “Building Inspector,” and “Supply Salesperson”

Rules hung for students to see (Overhead Projected if possible)
Fake money

Objective:

Students are told that they must build a neighborhood/community that their people will live in.  Using the money and supplies/materials they have been given, they must work with the social worker who can provide them with monetary assistance and welfare, the building inspector who will make sure their buildings are under code and supply salesperson who will sell them building permits and supplies. 
No additional information should be given other than the reading of the rules.  The building a neighborhood objective is only a cover for the real objective which is to experience discrimination and unequal treatment.  All facilitators should use their stereotype knowledge to play upon their perceptions of how members of the different groups who are represented are treated.  However, no derogatory comments are allowed.  It is hoped that the students will not know who they represent until the end of the activity.
Rules: (to be posted for students to see)

1. Each group must select one person to be their community’s spokesperson.  This person alone can leave the designated area for the group and speak with the social worker, building inspector, and supply salesperson and any other instructors in the room.  This student will be allowed to make transactions and obtain supplies for their community, but no other interactions are allowed.

2.  No other members are allowed to communicate with anyone outside f their own group except for the instructor or aides.

3.  Stealing is not allowed.

4.  Bribes are not allowed.

5.  Building permits cost $50.

6.  Students who do not obey laws may be thrown in jail.  Bail is $50 and/or the sheriff has the right to dismiss a student from jail if he/she feels as though they served their time.   

7. Students freed from jail must meet with the social worker before returning to their communities.
8.  By the end of the class you should have used supplies to build a neighborhood with such things as houses, churches, schools, buildings and whatever else you want in your community. 

9.  This is a competition to see who can build the best looking neighborhood, so do not delay.  You will only have 30-40 minutes to complete this activity.

10.  No more rules will be given.  No more questions will be answered.  You’ll have to figure things out with your group.  Begin building!

Groups:
This section will describe who the four different groups represent and some suggested comments and actions which should be preformed during the activity.

Group 1: Privileged People in Power

This group represents those who set the social standards and make the laws and rules that others follow.  They should be seated in an area visible to the rest of the classroom, and if comfortable chairs or beanbags are in the room, they should be seated in these.  After the activity begins have the teacher noticeably take his/her chair/stool and give it to a member of the group suggesting this chair may make them more comfortable.  This group should be given the most money of all four groups at the start, and will be offered candy by the teacher or facilitators two to three times during the game.  They should always be praised publicly for things they do or think.  Throughout the activity stop and have the class look at their neighborhood and model their way as the kind of quality work that all the other groups should strive for.  If they stand in the line for supplies, someone should usher them to the front and allow them to cut to the front of the line.  No member of group 1 will ever be sent to jail, no matter what rules they break.   

Recommended starting materials 
$2000

One pair of scissors each (if possible)

Two rolls of scotch tape

Plenty of construction paper

Group 2- Jews in Germany during Hitler’s reign

This group should be located in a rather large visible location to start.  They should be given money and supplies for the first 5-10 minutes of the activity.  After that time, the Sheriff will ask them to all stand up and relocate them to a small cramped space somewhere else in the room.  When they arrive at the new space the sheriff with say, “No one in your group is allowed to leave this area without asking me for permission first.”  The sheriff will not let anyone leave unless he takes them to jail.  All money and supplies left at the original area should be given to Group 1 and be visible to any observant students, but not blatant to the point of stopping action and making all students watch.  Soon after the building inspector should come over and give them a few supplies and tell them that he will only give them these supplies if they build a store or a house.  After they have built what he asks, the building inspector should take it from them and add it to group 1’s neighborhood.  This represents how the Jews were used for slave labor to benefit those in power during Hitler’s reign.      
Recommended starting materials:

1,500

One pair of scissors

A couple pieces of small construction paper

Suggested comments to call them based on things Hitler called the Jews:
Parasites, liars, dirty, crafty, sly, without any true culture, a sponger, monsters and foreign.
Group 3- African Americans

This group should be treated with distrust, and facilitators should treat this group as inferior.  When members come to buy supplies, force them to the back of the line or even create a new line just for them.  Help all others before them. If this groups builds any establishments, the facilitators should ridicule it and say that it isn’t good enough and to get back to work.  At some point charge them with stealing and send a few to jail or charge someone with trying to leave the area without permission and put that person in jail.  Question them on how they achieved any progress they complete.  Encourage them to sing songs together to try to unify the group. If they look you in the eye, say things like, “Out of respect, you should bow your head and avoid eye contact when speaking to your elders.” Allow them to earn money by sending a member to help Group 1 with their neighborhood.  They can make $50 if they help out for 5 minutes and $75 if they help out for 10 minutes.  Reemphasize that this person is not allowed to speak to any member of group 1 even if they speak to him/her.

Suggested starting materials:

$1,000 (after 5 minutes start indicting them in charges of stealing and take the money away)
One crumpled up piece of paper

Suggested comments to call them based on things said to slaves:
Ungrateful, worker, not a person, have no rights
Group 4-Unborn Human Babies

This group should be discriminated against because of their size and their location.  They should always be accused of being dependent and leeching off of others.  Go around and ask each student in the group their age and then seat them according to oldest to youngest and tell them that only the oldest will be given any supplies and that the younger ones shouldn’t even try to build anything in the activity because they really don’t matter.  Tell the older ones that they can get rid of the younger ones at anytime if they begin to bother them.  Later come over and reseat them according to height and assign each tall person with a shorter person and the shorter person is to only do what the tall person instructs them to do.  They are not to speak because they aren’t smart enough, but rather their taller partner must speak for them and make all the decisions.  Tell them that they have no rights.  When they speak, tell them you can’t hear them because they have no voice, or that all you can hear is gibberish.  Ask them for their ID’s and if they do not have them then say that there is no proof that they are human, and take them to jail.
Suggested comments to call them based on things said about the unborn:
Parasite, no rights, dependent, burden, mistake
The Facilitators:
Social Worker: This person will act as a social worker, making trips around the room to collect charity for other groups.  The social worker will see all people freed from jail that the sheriff sends to them and will give them a small lecture.  Don’t let the line get to long.  The social worker can give money to however they want.  
Building Inspector: This person will move around the room constantly inspecting buildings, tearing them down if not to his/her liking.  Making groups start over, or construct buildings for group 1.  
Supply Salesperson:  This person will have control over all supplies students receive.  This person can make up prices (even different prices) for the materials being sold to different groups.  This person should make sure to always serve Group 1 first, send Group 3 to the back of the line or to a separate line, serve Group 4 in terms of their height or age, saying things like, “You are too young to buy anything on your own. Only older people can make decisions for you.”  Group 2 should be treated as if they are trying to lie and steal to get materials.  The supply person will sell the $50 building fees at whatever price he/she wants.  For example sell it to Group 1 for $25 and then charge Group 2 $75 right in front of each other.  This person should treat groups 2-4 unfairly.

Sheriff: This person will have the freedom to walk about the room and interact with groups as he/she sees fit.  The sheriff can wrongly accuse anyone of anything and treat people unfairly.  The sheriff will take students to jail and send them to the social worker when they get out.  (Not everyone needs to see the social worker…try to send at least one person from each of the groups 2-4.)  When jail becomes overcrowded, the Sheriff needs to maintain order and control.

End the Lesson:

After about 30-40 minutes, tell the students to wrap up what they are doing.  Then go around starting with group 4,3,2 then 1 and see what everyone created.  Ask each group how they felt during the activity.  Here are some questions to debrief with: What task were you supposed to complete in your groups today?  Did you complete the task?  Why or why not?  Did you have any difficulties?  What were they?  How did you feel today?  Did anyone outside of your group offer you any assistance?  Did anyone outside of your group try to keep you from completing your task?  What did they do?  Did you feel supported and respected today?  Explain.  Make a list of feelings that you had as the activity progressed.  
Ask group 1 what they observed happening to other groups during the activity and if any member considered reaching out to help or stand up for other groups.  Members of Group 1 will most likely say that they were just following the rules.  Question them on the idea that they followed the rules even when others were clearly being mistreated.  
Ask the students what who they think their group represents.  
Explain that this activity was to help them internalize what people in this world have dealt with because other more powerful groups of people decided that their value was less.  Explain that when we lose sight of the fact that each human life is sacred, awful things have and will occur.  Life at all levels, even its weakest, will be attacked because people no longer see the dignity in human life.  
Ask the students, Do we have a responsibility for each other? Why?
Look at the comparison chart from Black Genocide (http://blackgenocide.org/) to see how Groups 2-4 relate to one another.
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	Personhood is always redefined to exclude the intended victim class.
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	In 1935, the Nuremberg Laws codified the exclusion of Jews from German society. The next year, the Reichsgericht (Germany's highest court) essentially legalized the Holocaust. Cartoons routinely depicted Jews as pigs, dogs, rats, and other vermin.
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	In 1857, the U.S. Supreme Court declared Blacks "...a subordinate and inferior class of beings..." in [Dred] Scott v. Sandford. Black slaves were often assigned diminutive names, such as "Mingo," that were normally reserved for pets.
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	In 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court found that "the word 'person,' as used in the [Constitution], does not include the unborn." Today, unwanted children are spoken of in dehumanizing terms: "embryo," "fetus," "products of conception," etc.
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	Genocide often framed in the language of "choice."
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	The Nazis asserted that the racial make-up of the German nation was an internal matter for the German people to decide. They also emphasized Hitler's choice, his "Will to Power," as a Nazi propaganda film put it.
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	In the Senatorial debates of 1858, Stephen Douglas said that he was personally opposed to slavery but that each state should have the right to choose whether to be a slave state or a free state.
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	Pro-abortion advocates argue that if pro-lifers don't like abortions, they shouldn't have them. Abortion is not mandated; it is a matter of personal "choice."
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	Victim class tends to be people who have what we want or get in our way.
	
	
	Eastern Europeans owned land that the Nazis wanted for lebensraum ("living space") for the German people. Jews owned material wealth that Nazis wanted for themselves.
	
	Blacks owned the work product that slave owners desired for themselves. The loss of this uncompensated work product would deprive slave owners of material wealth they desired to maintain.
	
	Killing babies is often justified based on the desire to acquire material wealth and /or maintain lifestyle. Babies get in the way of career development, women's rights, sexual freedom, etc.
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	Victim class is often seen as a "disease" on society or as diseased themselves.
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	"Parasites" and "bacilli" were words used by Nazis to describe Jews and others targeted for extermination.
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	Benjamin Rush, a leading American scientist who personally opposed slavery, speculated that all blacks were really leprous, diseased, whites in need of a cure.
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	In his medical textbook Abortion Practice, Warren Hern analogizes the unwanted, unborn child to a disease, the treatment of choice for which is abortion.
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	Resources are inadequate to care for intended victim class if they are allowed to live.
	
	
	The Nazis justified killing "useless eaters" based on the fact that they were using up resources needed by the German people.
	
	Pro-slavery advocates justified the continuation of slavery because they said the slaves, if emancipated, could not take care of themselves and would be a drain on society's resources.
	
	Pro-abortion advocates attempt to justify abortion by stating that there are inadequate resources to care for all unwanted babies if they are not killed by abortion.
	


